[bookmark: _GoBack]Proposal: Eleanor Roosevelt Educational Walkway and Park 
A group of interested residents and civic organizations propose to create an educational walkway in honor of Eleanor Roosevelt.  The Eleanor Roosevelt Walkway would link the White House to a park located in front of the St. Thomas Episcopal Church on 18th Street, NW, via Dupont Circle.    The Eleanor Roosevelt Walkway and Park would teach future generations about the leadership of Eleanor Roosevelt, promote core democratic values to school children from around the country, highlight the fascinating history of Dupont Circle, and beautify the neighborhood.
Concept: Create an Outdoor Learning Lab for Democracy
The Eleanor Roosevelt Walkway would begin in Lafayette Park, in front of the White House, where tourists and school groups assemble.  They would be directed up Connecticut Avenue in the direction of Dupont Circle with historic markers and a map.  That section of Connecticut Avenue could be co-named “Eleanor Roosevelt Avenue.” The Freedom Trail in Boston would serve as a model for the Walkway.  
The Walkway would link Lafayette Park to existing parks along the way, creating an “emerald path.”  The parks are: Lafayette Square (across from the White House), Farragut Square, a park at the intersection of M Street and Connecticut Avenue, Dupont Circle, and the proposed “Eleanor Roosevelt Park.”  These parks would serve as the location for interactive kiosks that would teach school children the concepts of democracy: civic education, civil rights, and leadership.  These kiosks, which would be developed in partnership with the Eleanor Roosevelt Center, Roosevelt Scholars, and local educators, could be made interactive through cell phone technology to provide recorded messages, images, and animated graphics to the viewer.
Highlight the History of Dupont Circle
Markers (including photographs and quotes) along the Walkway would highlight locations associated with the Roosevelts (see below), and other locations associated with Americans (such as St. Mark Church, where Kennedy was memorialized).  Locations associated with the Roosevelts include: 
· The Mayflower Hotel. FDR worked on his famous “We have nothing to fear but fear itself” inaugural address while a guest.  See, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mayflower_Hotel
· Home on 21st and R, where the couple lived while FDR served as Secretary of the Navy
· The Women’s National Democratic Club, where Eleanor advanced her social reform measures from the club podium.  See, http://www.democraticwoman.org/aboutWNDC
· St. Thomas Episcopal Church.  
Honor Eleanor Roosevelt by Creating a Contemplative Park
St. Thomas Church served as a spiritual home to the Roosevelts.  According to the attached link, “After Franklin Delano Roosevelt was appointed assistant secretary of the navy in 1913, Eleanor Roosevelt moved with her husband to Washington, D.C., where the family attended St. Thomas Church, and where the children attended Sunday School. The Roosevelts maintained their ties with the parish during his presidency, 1933-1945, though the president preferred holding services at the White House.” [footnoteRef:1] One of Eleanor’s "My Day" columns corrects Frances Perkins’ incorrect assertion that the Roosevelts attended St. John's Church:  [1:  See, www.myfaithmylife.org/eleanorroosevelt.html.  ] 

“I know no one more scrupulously honest than Frances Perkins, but here is one little illustration to show how hard it is to get every detail correct! She mentions that my husband attended St. John's Church, which is the little church across Lafayette Square from the White House. As a matter of fact, he attended St. Thomas' on 18th Street, because that is the church which we had attended when we lived in Washington while my husband was Assistant Secretary of the Navy.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  www.gwu.edu/~erpapers/myday/displaydoc.cfm?_y=1946&_f=md000427] 

And Eleanor gave the first “lay homily” there in 1956, indicating that she continued her relationship with the church after she left Washington.[footnoteRef:3]   [3:  www.gwu.edu/~erpapers/myday/displaydoc.cfm?_y=1956&_f=md003397  
] 

The supporters of this proposal propose to purchase the park (with a combination of public and private funds) and rename it in honor of Eleanor Roosevelt.[footnoteRef:4]  The park is currently owned by the Church.  The park could be redesigned to include a statute of Eleanor Roosevelt with an inspiring quote, perhaps from her lay sermon given at the Church, and include a play area for children.  The park could be maintained by the District, and provided an ornamental fence so that it could be closed at sundown, and made available for private functions such as weddings. [4:  The District has funds for parks and a strategy that calls for more green space in the Dupont Circle area.  DC Council member Jack Evans expressed interest in the idea of purchasing the park.  ] 

Unite Residents, the District, and the Business Community
Possible partners for this proposal include: the Mayor’s office, the DC Council, ANC2B commissioners, the Dupont Circle Citizen’s Association, Women’s National Democratic Club, the Gold Triangle Business Development Association, the National Park Service, the National Trust, local citizens groups, and local businesses, such as the Mayflower Hotel, Wells Fargo Bank (which is using Eleanor in its advertising), and the Federal Park Service (who could disseminate maps).
The supporters of this proposal have received encouragement from the Eleanor Roosevelt Leadership Center and members of the Roosevelt family.  
Contact 
For more information, please contact Sarah Peck (sarahpeckesq@hotmail.com) or Abigail Nichols (Abigail_nichols@hotmail.come).

